An analysis of educational and learning needs of cancer patients and unrelated family caregivers.
Family caregiving involves the provision of care by family members and self-care by patients, with the two groups participating together in illness-related care. A convenience sample of 100 patients and 100 unrelated family caregivers were surveyed to examine their perceptions of the caregiving skills they perform, the difficulty they experience in performing certain skills, and their associated learning needs. Descriptive analysis of data revealed differences in the type of activities patients and caregivers perform, the perceived difficulty of caregiving tasks, and their need for assistance. Uncertainty about disease stage poses important implications for educators.